The murine local lymph node assay: a commentary on collaborative studies and new directions.
The murine local lymph node assay is a predictive test for the identification of contact allergens. This paper provides a historical background to the development of the assay and describes the performance of a recently completed interlaboratory trial designed to evaluate further the utility of the method as an alternative or adjunct to guinea-pig predictive tests. On the basis of these and supplementary investigations, a number of recommendations can be made regarding the use and interpretation of the local lymph node assay. Finally, a number of issues arising from recent studies are discussed, including comparisons of the local lymph node assay with guinea-pig methods.